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The Nipawin Oasis Centre Co-operative made a presentation to Nipawin Town Council on March 12, during their regular meeting .

Eileen Fogarty, who has been appointed as the public relations person for Oasis this year enlightened Council what Oasis was about, what they were doing and what they plan to do in the future.

The Oasis Centre goes back to 1992 when the concept originated in response to a request for additional recreational and social opportunities for the long-term mentally ill people of Nipawin and the area.

In November 1992, the Nipawin Oasis Centre came to be with eight dedicated board members. Since 1992 the Oasis Centre has done a lot of expansion of programs, which led them to need a bigger facility. The grand opening of their new facility came on Feb. 17, 2004.

Over the past three years programming and activities at the centre have continued to expand and grow. They recently expanded their building and did some renovations to the upstairs, which was previously occupied by KidsFirst, who moved to Central Park School.

One of the major setbacks for the Oasis Centre is the need of a new home for their Bike Shop. 

"The Bike Shop, which we had a grand opening for last spring was opened but now the building has been sold and the new owners are requesting double the rent. The bikes are now at a board members farm and they are deciding whether to continue with it," said Fogarty.

Because the Oasis Centre is a non-profit organization and over the past three years their budget has increased from $45,000 to $190,000, they are having trouble finding an affordable building to run the Bike Shop out of.

The Bike Shop was intended to be an additional income source for the Oasis Centre, but ended up not profiting as much as they would have hoped due to the cost of parts for the bikes.

"The Bike Shop was used to repair bikes so kids could afford them," added Fogarty.

Not only is the lack of a home for the Bike Shop a road block for the Oasis Centre, but the lack of core funding is also a problem.

"Core funding would help with day-to-day operation and maintenance of the facility," said Fogarty, who said the Oasis Centre is purchasing new furnaces, which has dipped into their funding.

Oasis has provided the long-term mentally ill people with socialization skills and has allowed them to be a part of the community, over 300 people are involved in programs at Oasis each year.

Currently the Oasis Centre is receiving funding from DCR, CanSask, HRSDC, Cumberland Regional College, the Kelsey Trail Health Region, fundraisers, donations and were given a $5,000 donation from the Royal Bank. 

Although the point of their presentation to Council wasn't to ask for anything as much as it was an update on the situation, they asked Council to keep them in mind while they were preparing their tax exemption. 

Oasis is planning on more expansion in much-needed programs but at this time Fogarty wasn't able to give any details because it is in the beginning stages.

"There are definitely challenges in the organization. I'm confident you will be able to work them out," said Nipawin Mayor Glen Day.

